Essay 3: Draft 1 Progress Report

(Please write your answers on the lines below the questions)

Your Name ________Matthew Prisco____________________ Number of words of draft ___1250_

TOPIC & THESIS: What is the object you are evaluating?

The movie Goodfellas
What are the standards of value you using to make your evaluation? List here.  Are these stated directly or indirectly in the draft?  Explain.

I’m judging the movie by mainly it’s plot and its originality.  Also I am judging by the acting and some minor things like soundtracks.
What is your over arching judgment of the object?

That it is a classic movie and that I would highly recommend it.
Is your thesis sufficiently complex to indicate the mixed feelings you may have toward the object? 

I do not have mixed feelings.
What is your thesis? 

That Goodfellas takes the mobser movies where they have never been before.  It offers new ideas and is a cultural masterpiece.
Did you state it explicitly in the draft? (You are not required to). Why did or didn’t you put it in the draft?
Yes.  Because it should be known.
PURPOSE: Other than fulfilling the requirements of the assignment, what is your primary purpose in writing this essay?  What do you want your readers to believe as a result of reading your essay?

I want to persuade my readers to watch the movie and witness the genius.
AUDIENCE: You must choose a specific publication that you are writing for. What is it? Why this publication?  

I would be writing this for some type of article in maybe a magazine review because that’s where people would look for this type of review.
List three ways that you have used language that would appeal to a general audience and not an audience of college students.

I don’t know.
DEVELOPMENT: What kinds of evidence are you using to support your judgment?  Examples? Comparisons with other subjects of the same type?  Expert opinions?  Other?

Examples and comparisons.
What source(s) will you list on your Works Cited page?
Other reviews of this subject.
ORGANIZATION: ?  Does your opening paragraph introduce, describe, and summarize the subject you are evaluating?  Is there sufficient information for your reader who doesn’t know your subject?

Yes it does. Yes.
On a separate sheet of paper, outline your draft.  Does your outline present an argument in support of your thesis claim that follows the reasons proof pattern? Explain. 

Yes.  All of my points lead towards me recommending the movie.
Examine your draft for transitions for each new developing paragraph.  What do you need to do to make your transitions stronger?

I am not sure.
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT: What are you most pleased with in this draft?  Be specific.  

I was pleased with my descriptions.
List any problems you are having with this draft and write down any questions you have about the assignment or your work.
I am not sure if my summary of the movie is too long and if I hit all the vital points necessary.  That will be the section most worked on for my peer review draft.
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Mobster Classic


Set in New York City, we follow Henry Hill (Ray Liotta) through his introduction, involvement and departure from the Italian Mafia.  It all starts out in Henry’s town as a little kid and how he watches the Mafia members from his apartment.  He sees all of them having fun and living a carefree life.  Immediately Henry knows that he wants to be a part of this.  He soon gets a job with them making deliveries and little stuff but is just the foot in the door that he needed.  He now commands respect around his town and his whole family gets it too.  His parents originally do not known where this new respect is coming from, but they do not seem to mind.  The kids of the town carry home the mothers groceries and the local butcher lets them cut in line.  To work his new job with the mafia, Henry must miss some classes from school and they finally catch up with him.  After the postman delivers a letter from the school to Henry’s house and the father beats Henry for his insubordination, the postman is contacted by the mafia and shoved in a pizza oven.  That was the end of the school problem.  Henry’s life is going great.  He does not have a care in the world and he is loving it.  His grades may be declining but his life is so good at this point that he does not care.


The movie now flashes forward to Henry as an adult.  He has made it through his adolescent years as a junior gangster and he is now a full fledged Mafioso.  He is now partners in crime with the mobster legend, Conway (Robert DeNiro) and the insane Joe (Joe Pesci).  These three work together on everything with Joe getting them in trouble along the way.  Henry eventually gets caught committing a crime and is sentenced to jail time.  Just when you think his luck has finally run out, you are wrong.  It turns out that being in jail is just as good as being out.  They, being all the locked up members of the mafia, live like kings.  They eat gourmet meals, live in a large prison cell all together, and the guards treat them like gold.  He still has the life.  At this point is where Scorsese decides to throw in a little twist to the perfect life.  

Henry, while in jail, gets mixed up in drugs.  At the time this seems to have enhanced his life even further but as the movie progresses we find that it is indeed his ultimate downfall.  He is living the life once again.  While in jail he has made many contacts through his drug business and his cliental list expands even more once he gets out.  At this point he is rolling in the dough, buying the biggest houses with the most extravagant décor.  He even goes as far to buy an apartment for his mistress, who his wife does not know about.  All good things have to come to an end, much like Henry’s success.  He winds up getting caught with the drugs and his whole family has to live under the aid of the governmental protection agency.  Henry has now lost everything, his money, fame, respect, dignity, the trust of his wife and on top of that, which is the worst of all for Henry, he is forced to live a normal life.  After all the years that he has been living an immortal life he now has to be an average Joe.  This is the ultimate punishment for Henry, a mediocre life, with a mediocre family, with a mediocre salary.  A life shrouded in mediocrity.

Scorsese put together an instant classic when making this film.  There are many mobster films out there but there is a reason this one stands out as one of the best.  Content is one of the main reasons for this.  He manages to capture the true life of the Italian mobster.  He initially glorifies it like many other directors have, but then, as only Scorsese could do, he begins to dismember it and show the true life that lies beneath and what is always destined to come if followed along this path.  Every other mobster movie fails to incorporate this premise, that being a mobster is not all it is cur out to be and that there are consequences to living this illustrious life.  This would be the main reason why this movie is so successful now and why it will remain and immortal classic.  


The acting in this movie is also some of the best acting around there.  The three main actors, Liotta, Pesci, and DeNiro, are genius in this film.  They have the parts of the Italian mobster down to a science and they hit every tendency right on the nose making for a very convincing movie.  Their chemistry together is phenomenal and the movie would not be the same without that.  All three of them get so involved in their parts that it is like that is there life, their identity, and not just a persona that they are playing in order to entertain the public.  Granted, without Scorsese’s directing and fantastic ideas putting these characters into the scenes, this trio would not have as great of an effect.  The situation that direction is able to put them in gives these three phenoms something very easily worked with and gives them opportunity to really expand on Scorsese’s ideas and show their true colors.

